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OCT. 1 Spears (with pal Sam
Lufti) went to the DMV inVan
Nuys to get fingerprinted
and phntngraphed She was

ing care of all the things she needs to
right now. She’s willing to accept this
temporary setback because she’s pos-
itive things will be going in her favor
soon.” Her close friend, businessman
Sam Lufti, writes off the whole mess
as a simple clerical snafu. “Scheduling
conflicts and errors in communica-
tion led Britney to believe that her
deadline was later,” Lufti told PeoprLE.
“Britney’s in a good mood, no prob-
lems, very optimistic. Everything’s
looking good.”

But is it, really? How could Spears
have allowed things to get this far?
Stuck in a celebrity fishbowl and
aware her every parenting decision
will be dissected in the press, how
could she not realize what seems clear
to the rest of the world—that her life
is spinning dangerously out of con-
trol? “I don’t think she ever believed
something like losing her children
could possibly happen,” says a family
friend. “She’s used to getting her way
because people do what she says. She
adores those boys and this is a devas-
- tating moment for her.”
| Others believe it was inevitable.
Since filing for divorce from Federline
last Nov. 7, Britney has admittedly
- acted “like a bad kid running around
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2. According to the DMV, she

passed awritten testin April.

ing on specifics, says, “No court would
make a kind of draconian order sim-
ply because a party did not sign up for
a parenting class.” But after Gordon
gave Spears an opportunity to comply
with all of his orders “in a reasonable
time frame,” says Kaplan, “I didn’t
see any evidence that the opportunity
was appreciated or pursued, and the
court must have agreed.”

Spears’ lawyer Sorrell Trope told
ProrLE the singer wasn’t able to com-

ply with a court order to show proof

of having a valid California driver’s
license by 10 a.m. Oct. 1—-but that
“there are certain things that she
has complied with.” (She finally did
obtain a license on Oct. 2.) As for
allegedly missing a drug test—which
courts deem the same as testing posi-
tive for drug use—Trope would only
say, “There’s no evidence that she

actually failed a test.” A source close
to Spears says, “Britney is upset with
herself for not being as responsible
as she could have been, but she’s tak-

with ADD,” as she put it in an open
letter to her fans May 29. On Aug. 8,
Federline’s camp presented Commis-
sioner Gordon with a 1'/z-in. thick
file on Spears’ erratic behavior. Then
her former bodyguard Tony Barretto

LIFE WITH DADDY

For now Jayden and Sean Preston will live full-
time with their father in his spacious home
in Tarzana, Calif. (right), which is filled with
toys like a plastic four-wheeler for Preston
and Cars-themed items for Jayden—who,
says a source close to Federline, just
started walking. The boys will be cared for
by Federline and a longtime nanny they both ¥ L=
reportedly adore. The big difference in their TN =

. - ; el o 1 Fﬂirlme; Tarz
lives, says the source, will be stability: “When the kids are - .. | = -
at Kevin's house, they're in bed by 8 p.m. They wakeup at 6  made child-safe
a.m., take a mid-morning nap at 10 and another nap between  including there
2 and 3. When the boys are there, it's all about the boys.”
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‘\k For up-to-the-minute news, photos and a full bio of Britney, go to people.com/britney_spears





